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The Aldea

Washington, DC

Bonstra | Huresign ARCHITECTS
Structural Engineer: Simpson Gumperfz & Hager

MEP Enginesr: Capilel Enginesring Group, LT

Civil Engineesr: KEA, LIC

Beneral Confractor: Harbar Builders

A short distanice from Lindens Flats, .i.tu.nilir._!: n'u.';ghl}- perross H
Street from the Atlas Performing Arts Center, is the Aldea, &
srnall miced-use project with retail space on the ground Aoor
anad three, full-floor co-living apartrments above, desigmed by
Bonstra | Haresign ARCHITECTS. Each co-living unit consists
of a large, shared living/dining/ kitchen space spannirg the
ertire width of the strest l:-"n:.:ldl". PII.I'I e bl roommy hath room
suites flanking a dovble-loaded corridor ronning perpendicular
to the main |iv:nE area, creating a clear separation et weaery
private and communal spaces. Each bedroom has its own
babcony, and there is a spacious roof deck with an outdodor
kitchen ancessible to all tenants.

The building is distinguished by its simple vet bold
composition, coupled with some striking material choices. The
ground Hoor on the main facade is lined with gray iron-spet
brick, which introduces a subtle pattern and visual texture
while alluding to the weathered brick on nearhy historic
structures. [ntersecting that gray brick zone is 2 vertical pane]
of green glazed tile framed in steel plate with inset windows
o the residential floors. The rest of the facade is clad in stucoo
punctuated by stesl-framed windows with asymmetrical
vertical bards of green glazed brick that complement the larger
green panel

The rear of the building has a more indusirial character
thanks to its pre-colored gray fiber-cement cladding and the
angled steel rods that help to suppaort the bedroom baloonies
while preventing uplift in windy conditions. The alley facade

Aoor ond side of e Aldea.

is marked by an exterior egress stair—reminiscent of the fire
escapes on urban apartment buildings of vore—and a shiny
stainless steel greass fue, which was installed in anticipation of
a restaurant occupying the ground floor and cellar level

The co-hwousing concept, in which unrelated individuals
rent their own bedroom suites but share living, dining, and
kitchen areas, is generating growing interest among both
developers and prospective tenants in cities with a high cost
of liwing, [n contrast to most group howses, where tenants
orften skrugple to find privacy and compete for bathroom time,
custom-designed co-housing seeks o atrike a thoughtfal,
practical balance between private and shared space. The Aldea
1% ome of several such ]1r|1j|~rrt tht have received ALA| DL
awards in recent years, suggesting that this building tvpe may
be entering its heyday.
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